- ©» 2" 


Towards making the 


KNOWLEDGE 


RELIGION 
„ s 
To the meaneſt Capacity, 
BEING 


A ſhort and plain Account of the Do- 
earines and Rules of CHRISTIANITY, | 


By the moſt Rev. Dr. EDWARD NOE, | 
late Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam, in Ireland. 5 
Author of An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and 


Prelences for not coming to the Holy Com 
munion. 


— 


The BronTH Forrion, Coreded. 


nn e 


2üůõẽ⅔ 


_—J 


| Follow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace, with prot | 
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F thou wanteſt Inſtruction in Reli- 


95 
115 


2 great many Times; and if there be any Paſ- 
ſage in it which ſeems doubtful or difficult to 
thee, propoſe it to thy Miniſter, or to any 


ther diſcreet and well inſtructed Chriſt ian, . 
he may explain it to thee; and never leave off 
until! thou art arrived to a clear Knowledge, 
and ready Remembrance, of all the things that 
are therein contained. Ard when thou art thus 
far grounded in the Knowledge of Religion, ſet 
thy ſelf to the diligent reading of the Holy 
Scriptutes, and ſuch other Books as may far- 
ther improve thee in it, and effectually ſtir thee 
up to the diligent Practice of it. F ye know 
theſe things, happy are Je if ye do them, John xi. 


Az : THE 


I. 


gion, and art not furniſhed with 

better than what this little Book may 
9 afford thee, do not content thy ſelf 
with once or twice reading of it, but read it over 
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PREFACE. 


|. E 00 many there are of thoſe that 
| ST & profeſs Chriſtianity, who underſtand 
| ol a 28 but very little of the true Deſign and 
| = ETC Purport of it ; and while they are fo 
[ title acquainted with that which ought zo be the | 
| Rule of their Faith and Actions it is not to be 
 wondred, that their Opinions are abſurd and | 
: col I and their Lives wicked. | 
is Many «good Sermons are preached, and Books | 
publiſhed, for the Inſtruftion of the People: But 
85 a Lecture, (however learned and rational) in 
any Art or Science, is not to be underſtood by any 
Man who is not firſt made acquainted with the ge- 
neral Syſlem of it; ſo Sermons and other excellent 
Diſcourſes are but loft to abundance of Men, for 
want of their being before-hand carefully grounded 
in the Knowledge of thoſe Things which generally 
all Chriſtians do agree in. 
I grant indeed, that ſucb things as theſe Men 4 
ought to have learned, by attending on the Work | 
of Catechifing in their Younger Days : But where 
| they have neglefied this ſo neceſſary a Thing in 
| their auth, we ought i in Cha rity to their Souls, 
is 
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The PREFACE. 
to uſe the beſt and eaſieſt Method we can to bring 
them to it in their Riper Nears, 

It has been the Fudgment of ſome wiſe and learn- 
ed Men, that the moſt eſtectual way under God, 
to bring all Chriſtian People to a true and profit- 
able underſtanding of, and fteadineſs in their Reli- 
gion, would be, to have a Set of plain and ſhort 
Diſcourſes compoſed, equal in number to the Sundays 


in one Tear, and plainly and fully containing the | 


whole 29 of Chriſtianity ; and to have one of 
theſe Diſcourſes read every Lord's Day in each 
Chriſtian Congregation ; and ſo to continue from 
one Year to another : And if Men could be con- 
tent With wholſom Inſtruction, and were not ſo 
ftrangely fond of Novelty, of Fancy, and variety 
of Expreſſion, I think indeed that a belter Wa Y | 
than this could not be contrived. 


And this very thing brought it into my Mi od; 


_ that if any reaſonable Draught of the whole Chri- 
flian Religion could be made in very plain Lan- 


guage, ana brought within the compaſs of one 

Hours reading: ſuch a little fort of a Book being 
put into the Hands of thoſe who have not Money 
to buy, or Leiſure to read thoſe that are larger; 


and being often read in private by ſingle Perſons, 


in Families, and in Engliſh Schools, and being gi- 
den in Parcels to Boys at the Latin School to trans 
Hale, as their Sundays Exerciſe, might be of extra- 


ordinary good Uſe, in order to the imprinting, and 
Vor ever keeping freſh in their Mihds and Memo- 


_ ries, ſuch Orthodox and neceſſary MWotions of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, as may always have: a moſt - 


_ Profitable 
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pPꝛroſilable Influence both upon their Faith and Pra- 


ice. In purſuance of which Deſign, I have com- 
poſed this ſmall Work, and ſbould be very much 
pleaſed, if ſome judicious Perſon, who is a ſuſſi- 
cient Maſter both of clearneſs of Thought, and 
plaineſs as well as conciſeneſs of Expreſſion, would 
take the fame thing in hand; who, 1 eaſily grant, 
might perform it much better than 1 have done. 
The Reader is to expect no more here, but a ge- 
neral Account of the neceſſary Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity: My Propoſal being only to 
give Men of a mean Capacity a true Notion of 
theſe things, by way of a Foundation for farther 
Knowledge, And for the more particular hand- 


ling of ſuch Malters and Quotations of Scriptures. 


upon which they rely, I refer them to thoſe many 


Sermons and other excellent Diſcourſes which they 
dave ſuch frequent Opportunities both of hearing 


and reading. I [hall only add, that it may be 
of good uſe for a Man, as often as he intends to 


receive the Holy Communion, to read over this or 
ſome ſuch other little Book, which may briefly put 


him in mind of all the Particulars of his Duty; 
and ſo be a help to him both in the recollecting of his 
Sins, and renewing of his holy Reſolutions, 
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Towards making the 


Knowledge of Religion 


E. A 8 
To che meaneſt Capacity, 


Being a port and plain Account of the 


DOCTRINES and RULES of 
an ene 


I that God requires from any 


Man, in order to everlaſtin 


known; which is called Faith: 


Happineſs, is, Firſt, to believe 
thoſe things which he has made 
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= cGcconaly, to live according to 
the Rules or Laws which he has given to us; 


which | is called Obedience : And, Thirdly, when 
7 -- 2+" MA - 


— — — 8 
— . — 8 


KL 


er Eo pn of i io r at aaa. 
7 F.... ͤ V 3 : 


£ * . rn 
a 


2 Eſey towards ; mide the 


a Man finds that he has any way broken the 
Law of God, to be ſorrowful for it, to confeſs 
it to God, to beg his Pardon for it, and dili- 
gently to amend .it for the Time to come; 
which is called Repentance. Theſe three Things 
then, namely, Faith, Obedience, and Repen- 
tance, do contain the whole Subſtance of the 
Duty of every Chriſtian, 

1 begin with the firſt of theſe three: And in 
order to enlighten the Mind, and ſtrengthen 
the Faith of a Chriſtian, I ſhall endeavour, 
Firſt, to ſhew what are the chieſeſt of thoſe 
Things which God has made known to Man- 
kind, in order to our Belief: And, Secondly, 
what Grounds and Aſſurance we have upon 
which to believe them. 
As to the former of theſe, the Things made 
| known by God to be believed by us, are chiefly : 

theſe : 

Firſt, That FEW is a God, who made the 
: Heavens, the Earth, and all Things therein 

contain'd; and has diſpoſed all Things in that 
moſt uſeful and beautiful Order in which they 
ſtill continue, That God is not a Body, like 
unto us, nor ſubje& unto any ſuch Frailties, or 
1 as we are: But, that he is a Spirit, 
Eternal, without beginning, or ending, moſt 
holy, juſt and true, moſt gracious and merciful : 
That he knows all Things, can do all Things, 
and 1s preſent every where, without being con- 
fined to any Place. And although there nei- 
ther! is nor can be more chan one God, yet he . 

| the 
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the Unity of the Godhead or Divine Nature, 
there are three diſtinct Perſons, of whom fre- 
quent mention is made in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; and to each of whom both the Name 
and Attributes of God are often aſcrib'd: The 
firſt of theſe Perſons is called the Falber; the 

ſecond the Son, and ſometimes the Word; and 
the third the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit. And this, 
in ſhort, is the Meaning of what we call the 
Dtoctrine of the Holy, Bleſſed, and Undivided 
F Trinity: which is to be received and believed, 
1 becauſe God has made it known to us; but 
| ought not to be curiouſly pryed into, becauſe 
it is above our Underſtanding to comprehend. 
As long as we are here in the Body, we fee 
ſuch things as theſe but as through a Glafs dark- 
h; but when we ſhall be advanced to the per- 
fect ſtate of the Bleſſed in Heaven, then we 
fall fee face to face, and know even as alſo we 
ao drown; ĩ xi 12,0755 
To the firſt of theſe Perſons, namely, to the 
Father, the Holy Scriptures do more imme- 
diately aſcribe the Work of creating the World 
by his Almighty Power, and of governing and 
ordering it, and all things in it, by his good 
Providence, _ 5 „„ ͤ¶ͤ Üðĩ.?2» 
As to the ſecond of theſe Perſons, who is 
called the Son, or the Word, we are taught to 
believe that he came down from Heaven, and 
5 took the Nature of Man upon him; and became 
Man for our ſake; like unto us in all things, 
z3 Sin only excepted: That he was conceived by 
5 the 


4  Efſay towards making the 


the Power of the Holy. Spirit of God, in the 
Womb of a pure Virgin, and born of her, 


Whereby he became both God and Man in 
one Perſon, was called by the Name of Je 
and Chriſt: And after he had lived a moſt pure 


and unſpotted Life, was falfly accuſed by the 
People of the Jes before Pontius Pilate the 
Roman Governor, and was put to the ſhame- 
ful and painful Death of the Croſs : And that 
it might fully appear that he had ſuffered even 
unto Death, a Spear was thurſt into his Side 


while he was upon the Crofs; and after his Body 
was taken down, it was aid in a Sepulchre, 


and continued there without Life until the 
third Day. 


Now that we may l how we are 


concerned in this Matter, we muſt here take 
Notice, that the firſt Man and Woman, Adam 
and Eve, whom God created at the beginning 


of the World, and from whom all Mankind 


are deſcended This Firſt Man and Woman, I 


ſay, ſoon after they were created, did commit 


a very great Sin, and 15800 offended Almighty 


God, in eating of the Fruit of that Tree, which 


God had poſitively and ſtrictly forbidden them 
to eat, under the Threatning of a very great 


Puniſhment. By this Sin of theirs, their Nature 


became weakened and corrupted, and very 
much inclined to Sin and Wickedneſs. And 
becauſe the Nature of the Children muſt needs 


be like to that of their Parents, the Corruption 


of the N ature of theſe two Perſons, who were 


the 


 Knwuledge of Religion Ea. 5 
the common Parents of all Mankind, did com- 
municate an univerſal Corruption of Nature 
to all their Poſterity ; by which all Mankind 


has ever ſince been naturally inclined to do 
thoſe things which God has forbid, and to 
leave undone thoſe things which he has com- 
manded : which Corruption of our Nature 1s 


what we commonly call by the Name of O- 


riginal Sin. 


And beſides this Original Sin, there is no 


Man (except Jeſus Chrift) who has lived to ſuch 


an Age, as to be capable of governing and 


managing his own Actions; but What bar com- 
mitted many actual Sins and Tranſgreſſions; 


upon both which Accounts we are all by Na- 


ture render*d unfit for, and uncapable of, that 


Eternal Happineſs which God had provided for 


us; and alſo are become expoſed to the Wrath 
of God, and to that Eternal Puniſhment which 
his Juſtice has prepared for Sinners, 


This is the ſad and wretched Condition 


which all Mank ind by Natute are in, ever ſince 
the Sin of our firſt Parents. But notwithſtand- 


ing that Man had thus brought himtelf into 


this evil State; yet God in his infinite Mercy 


would not preſently forſake, or wholly caſt him 
off: But was pleaſed again to admit us all into 
a Capacity of being reſtored to his Favour, 
and to that eternal Happineſs in the Life to 
come, of which our Original and Actual Sing 
had deprived us. And in order to this, he 
condeſcended to ſend his Son into the World to | 
take 
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take our Nature upon him, and to become our 
Redeemer ; his Sufferings and Death being ac- 
cepted of by God, as a Sacrifice and Propitia- 
tion for the Sins of the whole World : For the 
fake of which, and of his moſt holy and unſpot- 
ted Life, God has been pleaſed to promiſe 
Pardon and Acceptance to all thoſe, who ei- 
ther before or ſince Chriſt's coming into the 
World, have or ſhall embrace the true Faith, 

heartily repent of their former Sins, and care- 
fully lead their Lives according to the Laws 
and Commandments of God. And this which 
Jeſus Chriſt has thus done and obtained for us, 
is commonly called by the Name of the Work 


A of our Redemption, 
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Furthermore, we are taught to believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt after his Death did deſcend into 


IJjfell. But ſince God has not thought it neceſ- 
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ſary in his Word to give us a clear and diſtinct 
Account, either what place is meant by Hell, 
or for what reaſon Chriſt did deſcend chither, . 
there is no reaſon why we ſhould trouble our 
ſelves with any curious enquiry into this 
Matter. POT” 
And after it had hulicicntly appeared, that 
Jeſus Chriſt was truly dead; upon the third Day 
after his Death, he roſe again to Life, appeared 
to his Apoſtles and very many of his Diſciples, 
was ſeen and handled by them, and eat, drank, 
and converſed with them for the ſpace of no 
leſs than forty Days, (that in that time they 
might have ſufficient aſſurance of the — 
is 
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his Reſurrection ʒ) after 1 in the light of a 
multitude of them, he was openly taken up and 
aſcended into Heaven, where he remains in 
the higheſt Glory, which is called /:!!:np at the 


| Right Hand of God: where he continues for ever 
to make Interceſſion with God for us. 


Concerning the third Perſon in the Holy 


Trinity, who is called the Holy Ghoſt or Holy 


S71r1t, becauſe he works Holineſs in us, we are 
taught to believe, that ſoon after Chriſt's Aſ- 
cenſion into Heaven, the Holy Ghoſt being 
ſent by the Father and the Son, and coming 
forth from them, did in a wonderful Manner 


deſcend upon the Apoſtles and Diſciples of 


Chi; enlightning their Minds and opening 
their Underſtandings, that they might under- 
fan the Holy Scriptures, and know the Will 
of God; giving them Gifts and Abilities to 


teach and preach the Goſpel with Truth and 


Power ; and enabling them to ipeak all forts 
ot Languages, that they might inſtruct all tne 


ſeveral Nations and People of the World ; ; and 


giving them Power to work Miracles, for the 


better confirming thoſe Things which they 
taught and preached, And although the Mi- 
niſters and Preachers of the Goſpel, do not 
appear in theſe Days to be endowed with the 
ſame miraculous Gifts and Abilities as the Apo- 
ſtles were, (there being other ſufficient Means 
for the Inſtruction of the People, and Confir- 
mation of the true Faith and Religion, ) yet are 
we aflured, that where any Man in an honeſt 
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CC 
Minds with the Knowledge of thoſe 
which are neceſſary to Saen does alſo move 


Eſay towards making the 


and lawſul way, endeavours with Sincerity and 


Diligence to improve his Underſtanding, and 
| ihoreatfs his Knowledge in the things hat re- 


late to God and Religion, for the good both 
of himſelf and others; the Holy Spirit of God 
will not be wanting to ſuck a Man, but will 
aſſiſt his pious and honeſt Endeavours, and will 
more and more enlighten his Mind, that he 
may grow and encreaſe in the Knowledge of 
thoſe © things which are necellary: both to his 
own and others Salvation, And thus the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is the imme wy Author and Worker 
of thoſe Gifts and Graces within us which are 
neceſſary for the E. ace, that is to , the 
ee People. | 
ature we are all of us in- 
unable of ourſelves to 


And whereas by N 
clined to Evil, and 


think or do any t hi. ag as we ſhould; the Holy 


the enlightning of our 
things 


Dl nit of 0d, beſides 


and work upon our Conſcience, our Will and 
Affections, in order to incline and bring us to, 
and aſſiſt us in the diligent and conſtant Pra- 


ctice of thoſe things which God requires from 


us. And thus the Holy Ghoſt is alfo the Au- 
thor of Holineſs in us; (I mean, if we comply 
with bis Motions, and do not reſiſt them,) 


which is called the, Work of SaxZification. 


The whole Congregration of People, who by. 
the outward preaching of the Goſpel and the 


inward Moti ions of the Holy Spirit, have been 


called, 
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called, and br ought to receive and embrace the 
true Faith, and baptized | in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; all theſe Perſons, 
I ſay, together with their Children, are called | 
by the Name of the Church of Chriſt. And as 
N a King is the Head of his Kingdom, ſo is Chriſt 
the King and Head of his Church : And the ve- 
| ry end and deſign of Chriſt's calling and gathe- 
ring his Church, being the promoting of true | 
Godlineſs here, in order to Salvation hereafter z 
for this reaſon the Church is ſaid to be H, l- 
though many Perſons who are ungodly, may | 
outwardly appear and profeſs to be Chriſtians, | 
and live in the viſible Communion of the 
Church; as one that is a Rebel in his Heart, 
may yet pretend to be a Subject, and live in 
outward Society with thoſe who are faithful o 
the Government. . 
Farthermore, As a Kingdom or Common- 
wealth by its Laws and Conllitutions is but one 
Society, although evil Men may raiſe Factions, h 
make Parties, and cauſe Diviſions within it; ſo _ 
our Saviour C rift Feſiss appointed and called 
but one Church; in the Communion or Fellow- 
ſhip of which, all Saizts, that is, all good Chri- 
ſtians, are forever to be joined and united, and 
to partake in common of the Advantages and 
Privileges which God has promiſed to that So- 
ciety; altho' by the Perverſeneſs of ſome, and 
the Miſtakes of others, this ſame Church, which 
ougit to be entirely one both in Faith and Cha- 
rity, 15 divided into contrary Parties, which re- 
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We Glace and Alliſtance of his Holy Spirit to 


IO Effay teworgs making the 
tnfe and renounce Communion with one ano- 
ther. | | 


And whereas, before the coming of Cbriſt, 
the Church of God, that is to ſay, the People 


whom God had cnrwardly called, and made 


HifmfſlHf and bis Will known unto them by his 
1evenled Word; whereas this Church, I fay, 
was then confined to one particular Place and 
IN: 10 on, that is to fay, to the Temple of Feru- 
falm, and the Children of T/rae!, Feſas Chriſt 


Fs” called all Nations and People indifferently 


into his Church, offering the Advantages and 
Privileges thereof, in as ample a Manner to the 


Gentiles as to the Jews z ard accepting of true 


Faith, Repentance, Obedience, and Worſhip, 


alike in all Parts and Places of the whole 


World: Upon which account the Church is 


called Calholick, that is to ſay, Univerſal. 


As there is a Covenant, that is to ſay, a mu- 


tual Agreement or Promiſe made between a 
Hufband and his Wife, a Maiter and his Ser- 
vant, a King and his People: So in like Man- 


mer, is there a Covenant made between God, in 
and through Zeſus Chriſt on the one part, and 
the Church on the other, Every Member of 


the Church for his Part, promiſes and engages 


to perform thoſe things which God requires in 
order to Salvation, 1 at the Beginning, 1 
told you, were Faith, O xedience, and Repen- 


tance: And God, for his Part, has promijed, 


for the ſake of Jef Chrift, that he will give 


all | 
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all thoſe who make a good Uſe thereof ; that 
he will pardon the Sing of thoſe who truly re- 
pent; that altho? when we die, our Bodies do 
return to the Earth out of which they were ta- 
ken, as our Souls do to God that gave them, 
yet a Day ſhall come when this World ſhall 
have an end, and Jeſs Chriſt ſhall come to judge 
all Mankind; at which time, the Bodies of all 
Men {hail be raiſed again, a reunited to their 
Souls; and whereas chey who have lived wick- 
ediy and died impenitently, ſhall be condem- | 
ned to eternal Torments, with the Devil and 
his Evil Spirits, who were caſt out of Heaven 
for their Rebellion againſt God; they who 
faitalully and fincerely perform thoſe things 
which God requires, ſhall be rewarded with 
everlaſting Happineſs and Joy in Heaven, in 
the Preſence of God for evermore, 
And thus we have heard, what are the chicf 
of thoſe things which God has made known 
to Mankind in order to our Belief: The next 
thing to be conſider'd, is, what Grounds and 
Aſſurance we have, upon which we m Pay and 
_ ought to believe them. 
And here, in the firſt Place, ſome 1 
things are to be believed, becauſe we are aſſu- 
red of them by our own Reaſon and Under- 
i ſtanding. Thus, for example, our own Rea- 
ſon informs us, that the World was made and 
framed by Almighty God, becauſe we fee ſo 
much Order, Beauty and Uſefulneſs, in the 
whole and every Part of it; that God is Eter- 
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12 Eſſay towards making the 
nal, moſt Wiſe, Good, Juſt, Powerful and Per- 
fect, becaufe he is the firſt Cauſe of all things; 
that good Men ſhall be rewarded, and wicked 
Men punifhed, becaufe God is Good and Juſt, 
Wiſe and Powerful; and that theſe Rewards and 
Puniſhments ſhall be diſtributed in the Life 
which is to come, becauie we very often ſee 
wicked Men proſperous, and good Men much 
afflicted as long as they remain in this Life. 
Thefe, I ſay, and lome ſuch things as theſe, 
are abundantly taught us even by our Reaſon 
alone, and therefore ought to be received and 
believed, even tho? God had not made them 
farther known unto us by any Revelation, 

But, we have a farther ground to believe not 
ily theſe and ſuch like things as were laſt 
. nientioned, but alſo all the reſt of thoſe things 

ot which Ih. we been giving an Account; and , 
that is, becauſe they are plainly, contained in 
that Book which we commonly call the Holy 
Scripture: To which Book we ought to give 
credit, becauſe the Doctrine which is contained 
12 ar! Part of it which is called the New Teſta- 
micnt, was confirmed not only by the Miracles 
and wor.derful Works, but alſo by the Death 
and Sufferings of 7es Cori and his Apoſtles, 
and many of his Ditcip! es: And for the other 
Part of it, which is called the Old Teſtament, we 
| ought to give the like Credit to that alſo, be- 
5 a Feſus Chrift and his Apoſtles do ſo often 
in che New Teftament give Teſtimony of the 
witli of it, and allure us, that! It, as well as the 


New, 


ſpire a Ly the Holy Spirit of God, - 

And although the ſeveral Parts of this Holy 
Book were or iginally written in ſuch Languages 
as are not now generally underſtood 59 che 
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New, was written by Holy Men, who were in- 


common LOVE: ; yet ſince God in his Provi- 


dence, has all alo-g ftirred up the Spirits of ſo 


many Holy and Learned Men, to beſtow ſo 


much Care and Pains both in the keeping and 
preſerving, and} alſo in the tranſlating and ex- 
plaining of this Book, and every Part of it; ; we 


may be very well aſſured, that if thoſe whoare 


unlearned, do give themſelves diligently to 
the hearing and read ing of it in ſuch Langua- 
ges as they do underitand, and allo are care- 
ful to receive and follow ſuch Inſtructions as 
godly Men both by preaching and writing do 
give them out of it; God, who is good and 
merciiul, will undoubtedly accept of them, 


becauſe that in this Cate, they do all that is 


within their power to do, and more cannot 


with any reaſon be required from them, 
But, if any Man thould here tell me, tha 


ſome of thoſe things which the Holy Scripture 
propoſes to be believed, are far above our 
Knowledge and Capacity, and therefore that 
it ſeems impoſſible for us to give our Aﬀent to 
them, becauſe we are not able to underſtand 


them: I anſwer, That if any Man would per- 


ſuade me to believe a thing which were plain- 


ly contrary to Senſe and Reaſon, and thould 


pretend chat it were revealed by God, Iſhould 
135 immedi- 
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14 Eſay towards making the 


immediately in ſuch a Caſe, reſuſe to comply 


or yield my Aſſent, becauſe I am ſure, that a 


good and gracious God will never require 


ſuch. monſtrous and abfuard Thins 8s from his 


Creatures: ie never will impoſe it upon us 


to belle: Ee that Bitter! 15 SV Veet, Or Sweet Bit- | 


ter; that Darkneſs is Light, or Light Dark- 
nefs; 308 what we fee, and fecl, and On to 
be a ſmall! Portion of Bread, is a Human Bo- 
dy; or, that one and the fame Bod 75 can be 
entirely in many ſeveral and far diſtant Places 
at once. Such things as theſe Iſfay, Lam ſure 


God will never impoſe upon us to believe; bes. 


cauſe he has ſo 145 Bed the Mind of Man. 15s to 


reject all tuch Abſurdities and Contradictions 


as thele, as ſoon as ever he hears them named. 


+ 2 


But as for t s which do not appear to be 


abſurd, but only are dark and. obſcure, 
contrary to our Underſtand! 7 altho', it may 


be very far e it; if God has thought ft 


to declare ſome ich things as theſe unto us, 
there can be no reaſon why we ſhould not give 


credit to them upon his Authority, A Man 


who is born blind, believes that there is ſuch a 


3 as Light (altho' he knows not what it 


becauſe all his Neig a bours tell him fo; 


8 11 if the Holy Scrinture tells me, that there 
are three Perſons in the Unity of the Divine 


po 


Nature, and that'the Divine and Human Na- 


ture are 3 together in the ſingle Perſon of 
Chrijt, why ou >he I-not to give my Aſſent to 


theſe things, al:ho* 1 do not underſtand the 
Manner ol them; 33 And 
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And thus I have given ſome Account of the 


firſt thing which God requires from us; name- 
ly, to believe what he has made Known, which 


is called Faith, 1 proceed therefore to the ſe- 
cond thing which he requires from us: Which 


18, to live according to thoſe Rules or Laws 


which he has given us 3. which is called Obe- 
dence, 

The Way whereby we come to know wo 
the Laws of God are, is partly by our own 


Reaſon, and more fully by the Holy Scripture : 
Moſt of the Things which God commands are 
in themſelves ſo very reaſonable and plain, that 
they who have not the Light of his Word, 
may yet very eaſily know them, even by the 
Guidance of their own Underſtanding; as will 
_ preſently appear, when we come to take a View 
of the Particulars: And for the further direct- 
ing and affiſting our Reaſon, as alſo for the 
teaching us ſome Part of his Will, which o- 
therwiſe of ourſelves we could never come to 
know; he has given us a full Account of all 


his Laws in his revealed Word: And this is 


ſufficient Reaſon to oblige us to keep them, 
| becauſe he who is our Creator and Redeemer, 
our Supreme Lord, our Maſter and our Judge, 
requires it from us. 
The chief, and moſt fundamental of the Laws 
of God, (and under which all the reſt may be 
_ comprehentied) are thoſe which are common- 
ly known by the Name of the Ten Command- 
ments : But for the more caſy takipg a full View 


both 
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16 Efjay towards making the 


both of theſe and all the reſt of God's Laws to- 
gether, they are generally divided into three 
Sorts; the firſt whereof contains all thoſe Laws 


which teach us our Duty to God ; the ſecond 
contains thoſe Laws which teach every Man 


his Duty towards himſelf ; and the third con- 
tains thoſe. Laws which teach us our Duty to- 
wards other Men: Under which Diviſion I 


_ ſhall endeavour to give as ſhort, yet plain and 
comprehenſive an Account as I can of them. 


_ Firſt then, as for the Duty which we owe un- 
to God, the chief Parts or Branches of it are 


theſe, namely, To acknowledge and believe all 


thoſe Things which he has made known, (of 


which I have already ſpoken.) To own that 
whatever he commands or threatens is very 


Juſt and fit: To hope for, and expect the Per- 


' formance of all his Promiſcs to us upon thoſe 


very Terms and Conditions that he has ſet 


down; neither preſuming upon God's Mercy, 
as if he would bleſs us although we continue 


in our Sins; nor deſpairing of his Goodneſs 
and Favour towards us, if we repent of them 
and ſerve him faithfully : To love God above 
all Things, becauſe he is ſo excellent and per- 
fect in himſelf, and ſo good and gracious to 


us; and to manifeſt this our Lnve towards 


him by our earneſt Endeavours to do al! 
Things which may pleaſe him, and by ſtriving 
to enjoy and be with him, as much as we can, 
here in this Life by Prayer and Meditation, 
and allo in the Life to come by Preparing ok 
l 
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ſelves to be for ever happy with him in Hea- 
ven: To fear God above all Things, becauſe 


he is moſt Juſt and Powerful, and will certain- 
ly puniſh us for our Sins, if we do not repent 


of them; for which Reaſon, we ſhould be more 
afraid to offend him, than to diſoblige all the 
Men in the World: To put our Truſt in God 
in all Manner of Danger or Diſtreſs, aſſuring 
ourſelves, that if we continue to ſerve him 
faithfully, he will give us Grace and Spiritual 
Strength, whereby we ſhall be enabled to reſiſt 
Temptations, and perform our Duty; and alſo 


that he will either deliver us from the Troubles 
and Afflictions of this World, if he ſees it beſt 


for us, or cle will give us Strengt! h and Pa- 


tience to bear them, and make them ſervice- 


able, in the end, to our eternal Happineſs: To 
humble ourſelves before God, in a due Conit- 


deration of his Greatneſs and Goodneſs, and our 
own Weakneſs and Unworthineſs; ſubmitting 


ourſcives to his Holy Will and Pleaſure; in 


all Things chearfully obeying whatever he com- 


mands, and not only patiently, but thankfully, 


bearing whatever he, in the Courſe of his Provi- 


dence, ſhall think fit to lay upon us; and, the 
more we are afflicted, endeavouring the more 


to be fruitful and bound in all the Works of 
Virtue and Piety: To honour God inwardly by 


acknowledging his infinite Greatneſs and Good- 

neſs, and to expreſs this Honour towards him 
in our outward Actions; coming to the Place 
of his W orſhip with Seriouſnels, and behaving 


= So ten  QUT- 


18 Effay towards making the 
our ſelves there with Gravity and Decency 


paying a due Reſpeet to his Miniſters for the 
Sake of their Function, being ready to contrt- 


bute what in us lies, to the Advancement of his 


Glory; employing his own Day in Works and 


Exerciſes of Piety and Charity; Reading, or 
Hearing, or Meditating upon his Holy Word, 
and endeavouring to get the beſt Inſtructions 
we can out of it; giving due Attendance up- 
on, and Obedience unto, thoſe Ordinances 
which he has appointed, ſuch as Preaching, 
Catechizing, Baptiſm, and the Holy Commu- 
nion; often calling to Mind the Vow which we 
enter into at the Time of our Baptiſm, whereby 


we are admitted into the viſible Society and 


Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Church; and preparing 


_ ouriclves conſtantly and diligently by Prayer, 
Meditation, Self-Examination, and Repen- 


tance, that we may be fit to come and eat of 
thar Bread, and drink of that Cup which Christ 
has appointed as a Remembrance of his Death 


and Sufferings for us; and alſo as the Means 


whereby we partake of, and communicate in 


the Merits of his Paſſion; for which Reaſon it 
is called the Holy Communian ; never men- 
tioning God's Holy Name but with Seriouſ- 
neſs and Reverence; abſtaining from all vain, 
profane and falſe Swearing, Curſing and 
Blaſpheming; always making a Conſcience of 
performing faithfully whatever we have bound 


ourſelves to by an Oath, and never making a 


Jelt or a By- pbk of any thing that relates to 
| God, | 
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God, or wherein Religion is concerned : And 
Jaſt of all, to worſhip God both publickly and 
privately ; that is to ſay, to praiſe him for his 


| Goodneſs and Excellency ; to give Thanks unto 
him for his Bleſſings both Spiritual and Tem- 


poral which we have received from him, to pray 


to him for all Things neceſſary both for our Souls 
and for our Bodies; to confeſs our Sins unto him, 


and to beg the Pardon of them from him; of- 
fering up all theſe our Devotions in the Name 


and through the Mediation of Js Chriſt our 


moſt Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. Theſe, I 


 fay, are the main Branches, and fundamental 

Parts of our Duty to God : And as we muſt be 

ever careful and diligent to perform all theſe 
Things towards him, fo muſt we not, upon any 


account, render this, or any Part of this ſame 


Duty to any Thing or Perſon but to God a- 
lone. 
hope, nor truſt in, nor honour, nor worſhip, 
nor praiſe, nor pray to any Saint, or Angel, or 
Image, or any Thing whatſoever, whether in 


We muſt neither love, nor fear, nor 


Heaven or upon Earth, in the fame or the like 


Manner as we perform theſe Things towards 
Almighty God: For God is a jealous God, and 
will not endure any Rival or Comperitor | _ 

that Love, Honour and Duty which we owe 15 


unto him. 


I come now, in the ſecond Place, to thoſe 


Las of God which concern the Duty of every 
Man towards himſelf: The chief Branches of 
Which are that * 3 that is to lay, M 
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20 Eſjay towards making the' 
be humble in our own Thoughts, conſidering 


what frail and infirm, what ignorant and for- 
getful Creatures we are; not to deſire any Praiſe 


from Men, but to refer the Glory of every thing 


that may ſeem good in us, wholly and entirely 
to God, who is the Author of i it; tobe meek and 
calm in our Temper and Behaviour, never ſuf- 


fering Anger, or any other Paſſion, to grow ſo. 


ftrong within us, as to make us either ſay or do 


any thing that is unbecoming a Chriſtian; often 


to conlider and think upon our State and Condi- 
tion, with reſpect both to this World and that 


which is to come, that ſo we may be always up- 


on our guard again Temptations to Sin; to be 


Patient and contented i in all Eſtates and Con- 
ditions of Life, as well in Sickneſs as in Health, 


in Adverſity as in Proſperity; neither murmur- 


Ing nor repining at any Evil that befalls us, 


nor envying thoſe Who ſeem to be in a better 
Condition than we; not coveting, or in the leaſt 


deſiring either Riches or Preferment, but as God 
ſees fit, and may conduce moſt to his Glory; but 
always ſubmitting to the ſecret Hand and Di- 


rections of God's Providence, which is in eve- 


ry Thing that comes to paſs in the World; to 
be diligent and induſtrious 1 in Improving our- 


ſelves more and more in the Knowledge of Re- 


ligion, and Practice of every Sort of Virtue ; ma- 
Kkeing the beſt Uſe we can of chat Portion of 
Grace which we already have, that ſo more 
may be given to us; to be very chaſte and mo- 
8 delt both in our Align, and alſo in our very 
Words 
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| Words and Thoughts, avoiding not only all 


filthy Luſt and Uncleanneſs, but even all Man- 


ner of immodeſt Diſcourſe ; and mortifying 
and ſubduing al] impure Deſires ; to be mode- 


rate in Eating, ſober and temperate in Drink- 


ing, not waſting over much Time in Sleep or 


Idleneſs, or any Sort of Recreation, much leſs in 
ſuch as are unlawful ; nor beſtowing much Coſt 


in Apparel or Furniture, or any other Thing 


which ſerves only to pleaſe our Fancy, or gra- ; 
tify our Curioſity 3 but always making ſuch an 
Utſe of thoſe Creatures which God has given us,. 


and thoſe Liberties that he has allowed us; 22 
may tend moſt to his Glory, the good of others, 


and the Health and Weltare both of our Souls 
and Bodies. And this ſhall ſuffice for a brief Ac. 
count of that Duty which every Man by God" 2 


Law is obliged to perform towards himfeit, 


And now, in the Third Place, for that Duty 
which we owe to all other Men. By the Laws 
of God, we are obliged to love all Men what 
ſocver, (whether they are Poor or Rich, Low 


or High, Friends, Strangers or Enemies) al- 


tho not altogether as well, yer as truly and u 
cerely without any Fraud or Diſſimulation, as 


we love ourſelves; and this our Love muſt. 
never fail to be ſhewn, by our hearty Prayers 
for the. Welfare of every Man, and our ſineeie 
Fndeavours to prevent his Hart, and promote 
his Good, as far as we have Ability and Op- 
portunity for it; always remembring and ka- 
king Care, that in our doing Good unto one 


I» | 3 | Man, | 


22 Effay towards making” the | 
Man, we do not offer any Injury, or neglect 
any Part of that Duty which we owe unto 
another; but doing unto every other Man, as 
we ſhould judge it to be reaſonable and con- 
ſcionable for us to expect and deſire that they 
Thould do by us, if we were in their Caſe and 
Condition. We muſt neither take away nor 

detain from any other Man, any Thing which is 
his lawſul Right; but whatſoever is fairly due to 
him, either by the Laws of God, or thoſe of 
the Land, or by any lawful Promiſe or Agree- 
ment made to or with him, mult freely and rea- 
dily be rendred to him, without putting him to 
the trouble of ſuing or contending for it: The 
Lite of no Man muſt be taken away, (except 
by the Jawful Authority of the Magiſtrate, or 
in onc's own juſt and neceſſary Defence) nor 
muſt his Body be maimed or hurt, or his good 
Name injured or leſſened, either by raiſing or 
helping to ſpread any falſe or ill. grounded Re- 
ports concerning him, or by publiſhing his 
Faults or Failings, except in Juſtice and Chari- 

ty to others we become bound to do it: But, 
on the contrary, we muſt be ready, as we have 

Opportunity, to contribute what in us lies, to 
preſerve the Life, and Health, and good Name, 
as well as the Goods and Eſtate of Our Neigh- 
bour, if they appear to be in Danger, either by 
any Accident, or by the malicious Deſign of 
another againſt them: We muſt not tempt or 
allure, or by our evil Example encourage other 
Men to commit it Sin; but, as we may convenient- 
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ly, we muſt admoniſh, adviſe, reprove and ex- 
hort them for their Souls good: Nor may we 
deceive any Man by falſe or equivocating 


Speeches, or by breaking fuch Promiſes as we 


have made to him; but muſt be true, faithful 


and fincere in all our Converſation, and Deal- 
ing with all Men: Thoſe who are Poor, or 


in any Diſtreſs or Affliction, we are bound, to 


our Power, torelieve, help, and comfort; and 


alcho' Malefactors may and mult be punifhed 


for the publick Good, for a Terror to others, 
and for the faving and protecting the Lives, 


Eſtates, and good. Names of honeſt Men, yet 


nothing of this Nature muſt be done either 
out of private Hatred or Reſentment, or with 
greater Cruelty or Severity than what the Law 
requires, and is neceſſary for the true End, for 


which ſuch Puniſhments are or ought to be al- 


ways deſigned. They who are under Errors 


as to Matters of Religion, are to be argued 
with, and perſuaded for their Souls 200d, in 


the mildeſt and moſt gentle Manner; nor ſhould 


any Heat or Anger, Railing or Reviling be 
made uſe of againſt the greateſt Hereticks or 
Schiſmaticks 3 meither ought any Man to be 
perſecuted or puniſhed by the Civil Power, 


barely for his Miſtakes in Matters of Doctrine, 
provided that he be peaceable, and his Practice 
good, and that he neither attempts nor teach- 
es any thing which tends to the diſturbing of 
the State, or to the debauching of the Morals 


of che People. They who without any juſt 
C3 Cauſe 
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Cauſe are publick Enemies to the State (whe- | 


ther they are foreign Foes or domeſtick Rebels) 
may be reſiſted, and, under the Commiſſion of 


lawful Authority, ſubdued by Force of Arms: 
Andi if a private Enemy unlawfully aſſaults, or 


any Way endeavours to injure any Man in his 
Perſon, Goods, or good Name, it 1s lawful for 
the Perſon who is thus aſſaulted or injured to 
ttand up in his own Defence, as far as the Juſtice 

and Exigence of his Caſe requires. But when | 
we have thus done all that is neceſſary, or that 
we are able honeſtly to do, for the Preſerva- 
tion of ourſelves or the Publick; we muſt not 


proceed farther, our of Hatred or Malice to do 
any Thing merely to vex, or grieve, or hurt 
even the greateſt and moſt implacable Ene- 


mies: But on rhe contrary, having ſo ſecured 
ourſelves, as that they can do us no hurt, we 


muſt always be ready to do them all Manner 


of Good, that is conſiſtent with our own ne- 
ceſſary Safety, and with that Duty which we 


owe to the reſt of Mankind. Huſbands mult 
Jove their Wives with a moſt tender Aﬀecti- 


on; of which they muſt give all the Proof 


they can in all their Actions: And Wives mult 


in like Manner love, and alſo be obedient to 


their Huſbands, and each of them muſt be 
itrictly juſt and faithful to the other in all 


Things. Parents muſt honeſtly endeavour to 
Provide for their Children, and to teach and 


breed them up in ſuch a Manner as may be 
beſt, both for their Souls and Bodies, diligently 


and 
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and tenderly watch ing over them, to keep them 


from all Harm, countenancingand encouraging; 


them in every Thing that is good; and repro- 


ving, and ſometimes «correcting them, but with- 
out Bitterneſs or Paſſion, \ when they find them 


given to any Thing that is evil. Maſters and 


Miſtreſſes muſt be juſt and merciful to their 
Servants, and Servants muſt behave themſelves 
not only with Faithfulneſs and Diligence, but 
alſo with Obedience and Reſpect towards their 


Maſters and Miſtreſſes The Paſtors and Mi- 
nifſters of God's Church muſt be exemplary in 
their Lives, diligent and induſtrious in their 
Teaching and Preaching of wholſome and uſe- 
ful Doctrine, and adminiſtring and diſpenſing 
_ of all the Ordinances of God, that they may, 
as much as in them lies, promote the Salva- 
tion of the Souls that are committed to their 
Charge: And the People, on the other Hand, 
muſt Pay a Reſpect to their Paſtors and Mini- 


ſters, for their Work and Function's ſake; 
giving as conſtant and reverent Attendance as 


they can upon all Holy Offices, and carefully 
hearkning to, and putting in practice all ſuch 
wholeſome Directions and Inſtructions, as the 
do or ſhall receive from them. And laſtly, 
all Magiſtrates and Rulers, in their ſeveral Sta- 
tions, muſt govern the People that are un- 
der them, according to the Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions of the Land, adminiſtring Juſtice with 


Diligence and Diſpatch, and without F ear, Fa- 
vour or Re of or to any Man : 3 only al- 
"ways 
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ways tempering (as much as in them lies) the 
Rigour and Severity of Human Laws, with 
that Equity, Moderation and Mercy, that the 
Law of God requires, and is conſiſtent with 
the Publick Good. And the People, on the 
other Hand, mult behave themſelves towards 
their Rulers with Honour and Reverence to 
their Perſons, and Submiſſion and Obedience 
to their lawful Authority, making Conſcience 
of perjorming whatever the Law of the Land 
requires, except it ſhould ſo fall out, that ſome- 
thing is thereby commanded, which is evident- 
ly contrary to God's Law: There being no- N 
thing elſe that can excuſe a Subject from giving 
Obedience to the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
that Government under which he lives, except 
he can make it appear, that God himfelf re- 
quires the contrary from him. 
And thus J have done with the ſecond Thi ing, 
which God requires from us, which is, Obe. 
dience to thoſe Laws or Rules that he bas gi- 
ven us. I come now to the third and laſt 
U Thing that God requires from us, and that is 
Repenlance; which although it may be reckon- 
ed as a Part of our Obedience, becauſe it is a 
Thing commanded by God, yet ſince it has an 
equa] Relation to every one of the Divine 
Laws, of which I have but now been giving 
an Account, I thought it might not be impro- 


per to reſerve it here to be Jpoken of in the 
laſt Place. 
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Now, when a Man has tranſgreſſed any 6f 


the Laws of God, and thereby made himſelf 
liable to his Wrath and eternal Damnation ; the 
firſt Step that he muſt take, in order to Repen- 
tance and Reconciliation with him, is to be tru- 


Iy ſorrowful for his Sins, whereby he has provo- 
ked ſo Good and Gracious, ſo Juſt and Power- 
ful a God, and run himſelf into fo great Dan- 
ger. But the Truth of this Sorrow is not to 


be judged of by the Violence or Paſſionateneſs 


of it; but that Man who has ſuch a due Senſe 
of his Sins, as to be effectually moved thereby 
to forſake and amend them; he, and he only, 


can be ſaid to be truly and acceptably ſorrow- 


ful for them. Now this Sorrow for Sin muſt, 


in the next Place, move him to make an 0 
ble Acknowledgment, and Confeſſion of them 


to God: And that he may the better perform 


this, it is neceſſary that he often examine his 


own Conſcience, and endeavour to bring his 


Sins to his Remembrance. And at the ſame 


Time when he confeſſes his Sins, he muſt alſo 
humbly beg God's Pardon for them for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us; and muſt 


put on ſerious and ſtedfaſt Reſolutions, that he 
will amend them, and lead a better Life for . 


the Time to come; and that if he has done a- 


ny wrong in Word or Deed to any other Man 
| whatſoever, he will make Reparation and Re- 
ſtitution to him, to the beſt of his Power: And 
to conclude all, he muſt ſtrictly keep and fulfil 
theſe Reſolutions when he has made them; or 


. 
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70 all that has gone before will ſignify no- 
thing. For indeed Reformation or Amend- 
ment of Life is the only Thing that compleats 


and makes up the true Nature of Repentance. 


And thus I have endeavoured to give a Brief 
and plain Account of all that God requires as 
neceſſary to Salvation. And God of his Mer- 
cy direct us to believe and practiſe accordingly, 
and grant that in the End we may enjoy the 
; Reward of all, even eternal Happineſs, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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